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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



I. (Previously Presented) A method for backing up information, comprising: 
receiving by a data-directing device data to be backed up, the data-directing 
rice being communicatively coupled to a data-caching device and to a first backup 
stcjjrage device; 

storing the received data by the data-caching device; 
storing the received data by the first backup storage device; 
configuring a switch to communicatively couple the data-directing device to a 
se|ond backup storage device responsive to a backup operation failure; and 

transferring data stored by the data-caching device to the second backup 
stdjrage device via the data-directing device, wherein the data-directing device is 
co: lfigured to mimic the first backup storage device when the second backup storage 
de dee is in use. 



sw 



2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the switch i$ a fibre channel 



tch. 



3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the backup storage devices are 
stcfrage medium drives. 



st< 



4. (Original) The method of claim 1> wherein the received data is stored on a 
c rage medium by the backup storage device. 



daa 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein storing the received data by the 
-caching device and storing the received data by the first backup storage device 
performed substantially simultaneously. 



-2- 



PAGE 3(9 1 RCVD AT 3/8/2006 9:45:10 AM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTO<EFXRF-6f42 * DNB:2738300 t CSiD:7709510933 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-02 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



03/88/2006 10:58 



7709510933 



THOMAS, KAYDEN 



PAGE 



Serial No.: 10/657,475 
Art Unit; 2189 

6. (Currently Amended) A method for backing up information, comprising: 
receiving by a first data-directing device data to be backed up, the first data- 
diijecting device being communicatively coupled to a first data-caching device and to a 
fir|t backup storage device; 

storing the received data by the first data-caching device; 
storing the received data by the first backup storage device; 
configuring a switch to communicatively couple the first data-caching device 
i second data-directing device responsive to a backup operation failure; and 
transferring data stored by the first data-caching device to a second backup 
stdtrage device via the second data-directing devic e, wherein the first data-directing 
de nee is configured to mimic the first backup storage device when the second backup 



to 



stc rage device is in use . 



7, (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the switch is a fibre channel 



tch. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the backup storage devices are 
stcjlrage medium drives. 



tc rage 



9. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the received data is stored on a 
medium by the first backup storage device. 



10, (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein storing the received data by the 
fir|t data-caching device and storing the received data by the first backup storage 
ice are performed substantially simultaneously. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A system for backing up information, comprising: 
a data-directing device configured to receive data to be backed up; 
a first backup storage device that is communicatively coupled to the data- 
dujjscting device and that is configured to store the received data; 

a data-caching device that is coupled to the data-directing device and that is 
co|ifiguxed to store the received data; 

a switch that is configured to communicatively couple the data-directing 
deHce to a second backup storage device responsive to a backup operation failure, 
wl erein data stored in the data-caching device is transferred to the second backup 
stc rage device via the data-directing device responsive to the backup operation failure A 
wi- 



de; nee when the second backup storage device is in use . 



sw 



erein the data-directing device is configured to mimic the first backup storage 



12. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the switch is a fibre channel 



tch. 



13. (Original) The system of claim 11 > wherein the backup storage devices are 
stcjjrage medium drives. 



14. (Original) The system of claim 11, wherein the received data is stored on a 
stcjtage medium by the first backup storage device. 

I 15. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein storing the received data by the 
dai a-caching device and storing the received data by the first backup storage device 
are performed substantially simultaneously. 
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16. (Currently Amended) A system for backing up information, comprising: 
a first data-directing device configured to receive data to be backed up; 
a first backup storage device that is communicatively coupled to the first data- 
di|ecting device and that is configured to store the received data; 

a data-caching device that is coupled to the first data-directing device and that 
bonfigured to store the received data; 

a switch that is configured to communicatively couple a second data-directing 
dejWce to the %st data-caching device responsive to a backup operation failure, 
wierein data stored in the S*st data-caching device is transferred to a second backup 
stc rage device via the second data-directing device responsive to the backup operation 
fa i lure, wherein the first data-directin g device is configured to mimic the first backup 
§£c cage device when the second backup storage device is in use . 
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17. (Original) The system of claim 16> wherein the switch is a fibre channel 



tch. 



18. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the backup storage device$ are 
stdt-age medium drives. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the received data is stored on a 
storage medium by the first backup storage device, 

20. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein storing the received data by the 
fin t data-caching device and storing the received data by the first backup storage 
de|ice are performed substantially simultaneously. 
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